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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-13 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 12 recites the limitation "The electronic content medium" 
in line 1. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by United 
States Patent No. 7,167,560 to Yu, hereinafter Yu. 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Yu teaches a method of distributing various quality versions 
of an electronic content, said method comprising: 

defining each quality version of the electronic content (Figure 7, column 3, lines 6-21, 
"different quality levels of preview available to different types of users (e.g., lower level 
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with least clear data preview for general population, higher level preview with clearer 
data for club members, and full playback for authorized or paid customers)", column 7, 
lines 31-57 and column 10, lines 38-49); 

defining at least one distortion algorithm executable to generate a lower quality version 
of the electronic content by a distortion of the highest quality version of the electronic 
content (column 3, lines 6-21, "different quality levels of preview available to different 
types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for general population, 
higher level preview with clearer data for club members, and full playback for authorized 
or paid customers)" and lines 27-31, column 4, lines 27-47, "where the encryption is 
more significant, there comes a degree of disruption at which the media is rendered 
substantially imperceptible or of such low quality as to be substantially unsuitable to the 
recipient", column 7, lines 21-57 and column 10, lines 38-64); 
assigning at least one content key to at least one quality version of the electronic 
content (column 4, lines 27-47, column 7, lines 21-45 and column 10, lines 50-64). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Yu teaches storing the highest quality version of the 
electronic content on an electronic content medium (column 4, lines 48-60). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Yu teaches storing at least one distortion algorithm on the 
electronic content medium (column 3, lines 6-21 , "different quality levels of preview 
available to different types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for 
general population, higher level preview with clearer data for club members, and full 
playback for authorized or paid customers)" and lines 27-31, column 4, lines 27-47, 
"where the encryption is more significant, there comes a degree of disruption at which 
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the media is rendered substantially imperceptible or of such low quality as to be 
substantially unsuitable to the recipient", column 7, lines 21-57 and column 10, lines 38- 
64). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Yu teaches storing the at least one distortion algorithm on an 
electronic content player (column 3, lines 6-21, "different quality levels of preview 
available to different types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for 
general population, higher level preview with clearer data for club members, and full 
playback for authorized or paid customers)" and lines 27-31 , column 4, lines 27-47, 
"where the encryption is more significant, there comes a degree of disruption at which 
the media is rendered substantially imperceptible or of such low quality as to be 
substantially unsuitable to the recipient", column 7, lines 21-57 and column 10, lines 38- 
64). 

6. Regarding claim 5, Yu teaches storing the at least content key on the electronic 
content medium (column 4, lines 27-47, column 7, lines 21-45 and column 10, lines 50- 
64). 

7. Regarding claim 6, Yu teaches storing the at least content key on an electronic 
content player (column 4, lines 27-47, column 7, lines 21-45 and column 10, lines 50- 
64). 

8. Regarding claim 7, Yu teaches an electronic content medium, comprising: 

a highest quality version of an electronic content (column 3, lines 6-21 , "different quality 
levels of preview available to different types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear 
data preview for general population, higher level preview with clearer data for club 
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members, and full playback for authorized or paid customers)", column 7, lines 21-57 
and column 10, lines 38-64); 

at least one distortion algorithm executable to generate a lower quality version of the 
electronic content by a distortion of said highest quality version of the electronic content 
(column 3, lines 6-21 , "different quality levels of preview available to different types of 
users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for general population, higher level 
preview with clearer data for club members, and full playback for authorized or paid 
customers)" and lines 27-31, column 4, lines 27-47, "where the encryption is more 
significant, there comes a degree of disruption at which the media is rendered 
substantially imperceptible or of such low quality as to be substantially unsuitable to the 
recipient", column 7, lines 21-57 and column 10, lines 38-64). 

9. Regarding claim 8, Yu discloses the electronic content medium, further 
comprising: 

at least one content key assigned to one of the quality versions of the electronic content 
(column 4, lines 27-47, column 7, lines 21-45 and column 10, lines 50-64). 

10. Regarding claim 9, Yu discloses an electronic content player, comprising: 
a decryption unit operable to decrypt and decode a highest quality version of an 
electronic content (column 7, lines 1-8 and 32-57 and column 10, lines 51-64); 
and a distortion unit operable to generate a lower quality version of the.electronic 
content by a distortion of the decrypted and decoded highest quality version of the 
electronic content (column 3, lines 6-21, "different quality levels of preview available to 
different types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for general 
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population, higher level preview with clearer data for club members, and full playback 
for authorized or paid customers)" and lines 27-31 , column 4, lines 27-47, "where the 
encryption is more significant, there comes a degree of disruption at which the media is 
rendered substantially imperceptible or of such low quality as to be substantially 
unsuitable to the recipient", column 7, lines 21-57 and column 10, lines 38-64). 

11. Regarding claim 10, Yu discloses a controller operable to direct said decryption 
unit to decrypt and decode the highest quality version of an electronic content in 
accordance with a content key associated with the electronic content (column 7, lines 1- 
8 and 32-57 and column 10, lines 51-64). 

12. Regarding claim 1 1 , Yu discloses a controller operable to direct said decryption 
unit to decrypt and decode the highest quality version of an electronic content in 
accordance with a content key assigned to one of a lower quality version of the 
electronic content (column 7, lines 1-8 and 32-57 and column 10, lines 51-64). 

1 3. Regarding claim 12, Yu discloses a controller operable to direct said decryption 
unit to decrypt and decode the highest quality version of an electronic content in 
accordance with a content key associated with the electronic content subsequent to a 
reception of a secret key assigned to the electronic content player (column 3, lines 6-21 , 
"different quality levels of preview available to different types of users (e.g., lower level 
with least clear data preview for general population, higher level preview with clearer 
data for club members, and full playback for authorized or paid customers)", column 7, 
lines 1-8 and 32-57 and column 10, lines 51-64). 
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14. Regarding claim 1 3, Yu discloses a controller operable to direct said decryption 
unit to decrypt and decode the highest quality version of an electronic content in 
accordance with a content key assigned to one of a lower quality version of the 
electronic content subsequent to a reception of a secret key assigned to the electronic 
content player (column 3, lines 6-21 , "different quality levels of preview available to 
different types of users (e.g., lower level with least clear data preview for general 
population, higher level preview with clearer data for club members, and full playback 
for authorized or paid customers)", column 7, lines 1-8 and 32-57 and column 10, lines 
51-64). 

Conclusion 

1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

16. The following United States Patents are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to secure content management, such as: 

United States Patent No. 6,601 ,140 to Okaue et al., which is cited to show a 
memory unit, data processing unit, and data processing method using memory unit 
type. 

United States Patent No. 7,228,428 to Cousins et al., which is cited to show a 
method and apparatus for embedding encrypted images of signatures and other data on 
checks. 

United States Patent No. 7,127,431 to Kambayashi et al., which is cited to show 
an information recording device and information reproducing device. 
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United States Patent No. 6,574,609 to Downs et al., which is cited to show a 
secure electronic content management system. 

United States Patent No. 7,299,498 to Lee et al., which is cited to show a system 
and method of sharing digital literary works while protecting against illegal reproduction 
through communication network. 

United States Patent No. 6,148,333 to Guedalia et al. which is cited to show a 
method and system for server access control and tracking. 

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremiah Avery whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8627. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am-5pm. 

1 8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

19. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. . f) 





